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n   State law requires school-age 
children up to 18 years of age to 
receive some sort of full-time edu-
cation. If a student is not receiving 
some type of state-approved educa-
tion, parents and the student may 
face prosecution.

n   According to the California  
Department of Education, nearly 
one out of every four students in 
state public schools dropped out 
before achieving a high school 
diploma during the 2006–2007 
school year.

facts
about dropout prevention

n  According to U.C. Santa  
Barbara’s California Dropout 
Research Project, reducing the 
number of dropouts by half  
in California would generate  
about $12 billion in savings  
to the state.

n  According to U.S. Census  
figures, adults ages 25–34 who 
dropped out of school or did  
not pass a high-school equiv- 
alency exam earned up to  
30-percent less than those who  
had completed high school  
or equivalent.

InSIder tIpS
dropout prevention SpecialiStS

n  The main thing that parents can  
do to make sure that a student receives 
a graduation diploma is to stay involved. 
If parents show interest in their student’s 
education, the chances that a student  
will drop out diminish.

n  Parents should encourage partici-
pation in school-related extra curricular 
activities. If a student participates in 
school sports and school clubs, they  
tend to show more interest in school.

n  Many times, students drop out  
because they have fallen behind on  
credits. If this is the case, students or 
their parents should talk to a school 
counselor to find out about alternatives.

n  National Dropout Prevention Centers 
www.dropoutprevention.org 

n  California Dropout Prevention Programs   
www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ai/dp/ 

n  California Dropout Research Project 
www.lmri.ucsb.edu/dropouts

Useful Web sites

What we do
Dropout prevention specialists 
monitor truancies and look for 
students who drop out. Once they locate  
a student, they inform students and their  
parents about the legal consequences 
resulting from dropping out and they give 
students the opportunity to return to school 
or some alternatives. Dropout prevention 
specialists may have to refer students to 
health or social service providers to remove 
any obstacles the student might have to 
returning to school and graduating.

dropout  Prevention

“Dropout prevention is about 
information gathering, and caring 
about students and their families. 
It’s about not being afraid to ask 
the tough questions and about 
getting students help from the right 
people and the right services.” 

Ron Carper 
dropout prevention specialist, 
Grossmont High Chapter 443
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