
facts
n Groundskeepers visually inspect playground equipment and 

fields daily to ensure that they are safe for student use. They 
make sure that playground equipment has no loose bolts and 
there is no glass or other hazards  
that would pose a threat to students’ safety. 

n The groundskeeper is usually the first person on campus in 
the morning. They do a walk-through of the area to make 
sure it’s presentable by the time students, teachers and staff 
start pouring in.

n The groundskeeper does all the basic maintenance on  
the school’s equipment such as lawnmowers, hedgers  
and trimmers. 

n The groundskeeper also maintains the irrigation system and 
sets the irrigation times to ensure that lawns get the right 
amount of water.

n Some groundskeepers have two-year degrees or certificates 
because their jobs require extensive knowledge of agriculture, 
horticulture, nursery and landscaping.
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Essential Web sites
Information, education and products for groundskeepers  
www.greenmediaonline.com

Tips on landscaping, maintenance, irrigation and pest control  
www.dclandscaping.com

Information for green industry professionals  
www.grounds-mag.com

about groundskeeping professionals 
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InsIder tIps
From the Landscaping pros

n Know your environment. By knowing the type of 
climate you have, you will be able to find plants that are 
fitting and that will thrive. Use native plants as much as 
possible to keep your irrigation needs at a minimum.

n Keeping your lawnmower blades sharp will make 
cutting grass much easier. Clean equipment works bet-
ter and has a longer life span.

n Fertilizers and insecticides with chemical labels 
that have the words “caution, “warning” or “danger” 
indicate how hazardous the substance is. Those labeled 
“caution” are the least hazardous to people. Anything 
labeled “dangerous” is the most hazardous to humans. 
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Alberto de Leon
Spreckels Elementary

groUndsKeeping prOFessIOnALs

What we do
“Groundskeeping is for school safety, it’s for  
aesthetics, it’s for sports fields, said groundskeeper 
Ed Cronin, a member of Morongo Unified Chapter 29. 
“On a daily basis, we rake, clean and trim; there are 
miles of irrigation to check and sports fields to set up.”

Groundskeepers keep schools presentable and safe 
for the students. They take care of all the plant life 
on school grounds. Groundskeepers trim and water 
lawns and other plants, apply fertilizers and insecti-
cides where needed, prune trees and shrubs, main-
tain athletic fields, rake leaves and pick up litter.


