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LOCKSMITH  PROFESSIONALS

n	 A major portion of a locksmith’s day 
is spent taking glue and other things 
out of keyholes that students insert to 
keep the locks from opening.

n	 There is no special formalized train-
ing for the locksmith profession, 
although there are separate courses 
and workshops available  
for locksmiths to increase their  
skills and become acquainted  
with new technology.

n Locksmiths are sometimes called in 
to work during off hours to secure 
or to open a door.

n Most school districts employ only 
one locksmith, so that person is 
responsible for the proper operation 
of every door and lock in the school 
district.

n School locksmiths are often the 
only people within a school district 
with a key to every single door.

INSIdER tIPS
FrOM LOCKSMITHS

n Purchasing a good doorknob and 
deadbolt set will save you money and 
trouble in the long run. In general, 
commercial-grade door locks are bet-
ter than those labeled for residential 
use, although the commercial ones are 
more expensive.

n Never try to open a door lock through 
other means if you forgot or lost your 
key. You may end up causing dam-
age to the door and lock that will cost 
more to repair than calling a locksmith 
in the first place.

n Never use WD-40 or similar solutions 
to lubricate a lock. These are solvents 
that may actually damage the lock’s 
mechanism. Instead, use a white 
grease to lubricate a lock.

n If you want to have locks on your 
home doors that will open with the 
same key, you should locate the code 
on the lock’s packaging when you 
purchase it and find others with the 
same code. They will all open with the 

facts
about locksmiths

What we do
A school locksmith’s job is to ensure  

the safety of students and school equip-

ment by keeping all of the doors and locks 

in a school working properly. They create 

master keys for the school district, help 

teachers get into the classroom when  

they get locked out and perform all of  

the routine maintenance on classroom 

doors and their locks.

n  Associated Locksmiths of America  
http://www.aloa.org

n  California Locksmiths Association  
http://www.cla4u.org

n  International Locksmith News   
http://www.locksmithledger.com

Useful Web sites

A B C

“It’s not just the locks that you take care of—you take care of the entire door. Keep the doors 
working properly to maintain and safe environment for the kids.”  
       — Elie Rodrigue, locksmith, Goleta Chapter 311
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