
n  Students should feel free to 
approach campus security or police 
officers to ask questions, report any 
incidents or seek advice about their 
safety on campus.  

n  Parents should always be aware 
of any changes in the behavior of their 
children. Any changes in a student’s 
behavior or underperformance in 
school may hint at other problems. 

n  Students should always lock 
their car doors, and they should carry 
their valuables with them at all times,  
or leave their valuables at home. 

n  If a student is new to a school, 
they should take the time to famil-
iarize themselves with the campus 
before classes begin. They should 
learn where all of their classes are 
and where to find help in case of  
an emergency. 

n  Students should always avoid 
walking alone on campus at night 
and sometimes even during the 
day. They should always employ the 
“buddy” system or they should call 
their campus security office for an 
escort.

InsIder tIps
From campus security

n  Depending on the agency for which 
they work and whether or not they are 
sworn officers, many campus security offi-
cers are certified in Peace Officer Standards 
and Training (POST). This training meets the 
minimum requirements for being a peace 
officer in California. 

n  Although incidents of violent crimes are 
rare in schools, campus police and secu-
rity officers are prepared to handle these 
incidents. The most common incidents on 
school campuses are related to medical 
emergencies, theft, suspicious individuals 
on campus and gang activity.

n  Campus police officers at community 
colleges have the same authority as any 
other type of police officer. They are allowed 
to carry firearms, they can make arrests, 
make traffic stops and issue citations.

What we do
The primary job of campus 
security is to ensure the safety of the 
students and staff. They look for suspicious 
individuals or activities, and they prevent 
incidents from breaking out on school 
grounds. Most community colleges have 
their own police departments staffed with 
sworn police officers, while many high 
schools and junior high schools employ 
security workers.
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n  U.S. Department of Education’s  
higher education center for the  
prevention of violence, alcohol  
and drug abuse: 
www.higheredcenter.org 

n  Peace Officer Standards and  
Training Web site: 
www.post.ca.gov

n  Office for the prevention of  
violence against women: 
www.ovw.usdoj.gov 

useful Web sites

“We do patrols, we do investigations,  
we do traffic enforcement and everything 
else that any other law enforcement office 
does.”  —Tim Martin, officer, Merced  
College Chapter 274
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